[The role of the immune system in the pathogenesis of atherosclerosis].
This paper is concerned with intracellular infections such as herpes virus, cytomegalovirus and Chlamydia pneumonia which may be implicated in the pathogenesis of atherosclerosis. These viral and bacterial pathogens are regarded as potential causative factors in the pathogenesis of atherosclerosis. The authors support the hypothesis that these infections may induce endothelial injury. The paper reviews both direct and indirect immune system-mediated effect of the viruses indicated on the disease process and the potential role of killer cells in endothelial injury.